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Participants of the MV-22B Osprey family day sit in the aircraft as aircrew members stand by to assist
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Big Circle is an authorized publication
of the United States Marine Corps. It is
published to inform Okinawan community
leaders, educators and concerned organiza-
tions and persons about U.S. Marine Corps
activities on Okinawa and in the region. The
contents of Big Circle are not necessarily
official views of, or endorsed by, the Marine
Corps, U.S. Government or Department of
Defense. It is published quarterly by the Con-
solidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at
http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle.

E-mail subscriptions to this publication
are available online by visiting http://www.
okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle. Subscribers
will receive an e-mail when the latest issue
has been posted on the Web. The publica-
tion can be viewed in .pdf format online or
downloaded.
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Archaeologist preserves cultural assets of Okinawa

In conjunction with the stories
on pages 7-10 on various envi-
ronmental projects administered
by the Environmental Affairs
Branch, G-F, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler, the Big Circle
interviewed Masayuki Yonaha, a
cultural resource program man-
ager with the branch.

Editor: Please describe
your job.

Yonaha: My job is to pre-
serve cultural resources that ex-
ist or possibly exist within the
Marine Corps’ installations on
Okinawa. Cultural assets in-
clude old tombs, natural water
springs, ruins of sacred places
and prehistoric communities.

Because the Marine Corps
recognizes the value of cul-
tural heritage, any construction
which requires earthmoving

needs to be assessed for risk
of affecting archaeological
resources. If a potential impact
is found, I recommend a con-
struction design change.

My colleague and I admin-
ister projects to raise aware-
ness of the value of cultural
resources among the Marine
Corps community. For ex-
ample, we organize cultural
heritage tours for Boy and Girl
Scouts. We also make leaflets,
which are distributed at the
newcomers’ orientation. The
aforementioned cultural assets
represent Okinawa’s tradition
and culture, and respecting
them is respecting the host
nation. I believe recognizing
the value of a different culture
leads to a deepened interna-
tional friendship.

I also escort local citizens

when they access the cultural
resources. Former residents,
as well as their children or
grandchildren, come to visit
their family tombs. People who
learn about the local history
in a life-long learning course
come for field studies.

In 2004, a historical spring
site, known locally as Chibuga,
was restored through legacy
funding from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense. I think it was
the first time the fund was used
for a restoration project outside
the United States. When the
restoration work was com-
pleted, former residents of the
area and the mayor of the town
were invited for the ceremony.

Marine Corps programs
like these are important, as
they show its determination in
preserving cultural assets.

Editor: How did you find
this job, and what do you think
about it?

Yonaha: I studied archae-
ology at my university and
worked for the Cultural Divi-
sion of the Chatan Town Board
of Education. I heard about
this position and was hired
in 2001.

This is the best job for me; I
am proud of contributing to the
preservation of Okinawa’s cul-
tural assets. The essence of this
job is to work with people of a
different culture in preserving
the culture of Okinawa and
raising awareness of the impor-
tance of cultural resources. The
effort to pass on the cultural
heritage to future generations
is what distinguishes humans
from animals.
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Marines give rice
a good ol pounding

Hiroko Tamaki

Residents of Hikarigaoka Nursing Home and Marines assigned
to Camp Hansen have enjoyed a special friendship for almost 20
years, introducing each other to their respective holiday traditions.
One event that provides service members with an opportunity to
experience Japanese culture is mochitsuki, or rice pounding.

During this year’s mochitsuki held at the nursing home Jan.
17, Marines took turns using a wooden mallet to pound sticky
rice placed in a stone mortar to make mochi. Then they rolled the
mochi into small balls to eat with sweetened soy sauce.

“T've had mochi, but I've never made it,” said Master Sgt. Leon
Michiline, communications electronics maintenance chief with 7th
Communication Battalion. “This is great. It’s better fresh.”

The Marines also experienced making Okinawan muuchi,
sweet mochi wrapped in shell-flower leaves. Muuchi is tradition-
ally made and eaten on Dec. 8 on the lunar calendar, which can
be more than a month behind the Western calendar. This year’s
mochitsuki was held two days before the traditional muuchi day,
and the service members were blessed with the rare opportunity
to taste the local tradition.

“It’s a yearly tradition for the Okinawans to do this, so for us to
be a part of this is a great blessing to start the year together,” said
Navy Lt. Stephen F. Brown, 7th Communication Bn. chaplain. “It

Mitsu Afuso, a resident of Hikarigaoka Nursing Home, and Lance Cpl. Austin J. Focareto pound mochi together during the annual mochitsuki, or rice
pounding event, at the home Jan. 17. 112178 Yt EENR—LTITONICEIDEELT. —#EICBE DRREDLZEHI YV EAEETBEERABDA —A T
4> )TN LEEE,  Photos by Hiroko Tamaki
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Keitaro Furugen, 4, poses on the
back of a horse Nov. 10 on le-jima.
He suffered a heat stroke on a ferry
while traveling with his parents from

Okinawa Island to le-jima Dec. 24.
Lance Cpl. Brennan O. Wischer
administered first aid while he
was waiting for the ferry to reach
emergency responders on shore.
Wischer is an aircraft rescue and |
firefighting specialist and emergency
first-responder with the aircraft,
rescue and firefighting team
assigned to the operational support
detachment at le-jima Training
Facility. 11HI10H.fHIETCESEA
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(left) Lance Cpl. Brennan O. Wischer displays his Navy
Y and Marine Corps Achievement Medal and certificate.
(above) Lance Cpl. Brennan O. Wischer salutes Lt. Col.
Richard Hawkins, commanding officer of Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Futenma,
after receiving the medal March 1. (/o) /8% - BEZBINHE
ERER/FOILF V-0 Drviv— LR, (L) BE-BEBKN
| HEEESIN LEDBEKE XBEMAIESRITHKE T
BUF v —R R—FVAKEICHILTB T L0 D1y v
i — =2 Photo courtesy of Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron,

8 Marine Corps Air Station Futenma

Marine assists heat victim
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ing to Ie-jima from Okinawa when parents calm while giving Keitaro first  the Marine Corps.” Z I 5t =70 =50 N E L MBS B 3| = AT WD YR
Staff Sgt. Jamaine Johnson, the staff aid, according to Johnson. Wischer’s exemplary act of service N I A AN & 7':; ~ 7S5 = o EjJ oY LD CB v xE 7% Eﬁ BRIFTH S 3E T:\
noncommissioned officer in charge of “Wischer made sure the child’s air- came as second nature. ﬁ % E 2% /I< j‘;’ k’i\ :]7/ }_: " %Jiu ’.]/, % L &péj I’z% % E %72 /; i —7( g ;% /\; a 5 % :—é qg ﬁ; %3 k-',\ ﬁ :/ %
ISTF, noticed a child in distress. way was clear by ensuring everything “I was doing what I've been trained 7T % FL0 N5 § gi '7& 53 it [’% ¥ 15\: FTYTTo % SR I <h 7 &S ‘E o ; e L
Johnson located Wischer, knowing was out of his mouth,” said Johnson. to do,” said Wischer. %\Z ;(\ CZ\: aj aa 3 3%’ ‘1 '?C R J% —I\" (,—(\ é j:ib ic B (,t\ % T (:f\ ||) é 7’%3’ —l\—r ° 73: ;"]_ I % % Ic E%E ’;g =% 71 B
i i irst- . “He then began applying measures to Wischer’s actions reflect his person- Al e S B x5 T 5 F T 5 & BB % E
Wlscherwasat.ramedflrst responder b N h‘gld’ pplying ) i 1 ey 1 p 4 N % AT g\ T FtE % % g = Bk Ccwick COEFLEmRAER 5
Johnson and Wlscher approached the rlngt € chi Stempefature own a lty and work ethic as we , ACCOor lng ? -a— 7_|_—\ Eé t 1& m ,,:I-T—SI' [ §j\‘ ) % -a— IZ,%' % t iS5 U) % 7—: % 7 ?E‘ % § —( *ﬁ LL 5 ¥E’ L/ EJE_I o %
boy’s father, who was in a panic since by asking the parents to remove his to Ackland. T LURBE EE < ?‘ B & B c S '_é\ TBEE" 0Dz > & < B & Kicic £ RN E H PTAIAY
his son was unconscious. sweater and cover him in cool, wet “He is an outstanding Marine who EZ\ T 9 & 5 =+ & !?Ji@ i< @ L2353 gL o ;;:5 & It =3 <‘:\ gﬁ\ Iz @ L = ¢
“I didn’t know what to do, so I towels. Once that was done, he began possesses the highest level of knowl- %5 E){ % I % ?f —9: ’_( E g% 7;: H_' ,j{ I TCO E g EZS 72 Pj( é _ 2% 7?3 %:Ei %% /_g 9I 7':0 UDD ¥ é 4!)_[1
asked people around us for help,” said to get the boy to drink water.” edge and dedication toward his job,” E - =) SD @ v 2 £ M S C\ Ig 751; b |I;).J_ o E BR Z 0%) & It 5 '% Wl ZzH o :E
Yohei Furugen, father of 4-year-old “He kept talking to us and giving said Ackland. “His actions demon- |I‘ I Iz ft a8 &~ h B IS B & o = + % w®E = Bx g_ L gg FAENICT &
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However, the hardwood floors of a basketball court forged friendships through friendly competition. %ill:t 6 E :’r ﬁz Z;C\ %, E GE) {Ié' = Li :Il //7\ é, % E f_t g %E
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Kadena Air Base. ~
“The purpose of the tournament is to encourage A . % % /é, i
cultural awareness and friendship through sports,” s B A g B X X
said Frederick Bales, the tournament director and Oq | F O
athletic director at Kubasaki High School. “It pro- ~ S 4 - U= 53) l{
vides an opportunity for a large group of young L t = ok R
people to communicate through the language of bas- X ]
ketball, which they all speak. g T b
Children of military families aside, there are - =t
relatively few high school-aged students who can say 77
they played in an international sports tournament, let i Z% %\_
alone that they lived in another country, according to <2 b
John R. Fick, the head basketball coach at Kubasaki - — I? ah
High School. 5 % s
“It’s a great tournament for all the kids playing,” said [ 7’%

r

.:i
21

Fick. “Although Okinawa culture classes are taught in
the classroom, events like this tournament are much
better because the kids get to experience it firsthand.”

Even though the tournament is highly competitive,
the players relish the opportunity to learn about each
other and develop friendships.

“I was amazed with how tall and strong the
American players were,” said Kan Saisho, a 16-year-
' old freshman and team captain for the Konan High
School boy’s varsity basketball team. “In Okinawa, we
don’t always get to play teams like this.”

The Okinawa high school teams sometimes travel
to mainland Japan for competition, so this tourna-
ment is always a good opportunity to compete and
improve, according to Saisho.

When the final whistle blew, it was the Kadena
High School boys and girls teams that brought home
the first-place trophies.

It was interesting to compare the teams’ styles of
play and get to know the opposing players, according
to Saisho.

“I made some friends from the American teams,
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A player with the Kubasaki Dragons aggressively
fends off a defender Jan. 27 during the game
against Ginowan High School in the seventh
annual Okinawan-American Friendship
Basketball Tournament 2013 at Risner Gym on
Kadena Air Base. 1 H27BICEZFHEMDS A X
FT—Y LThNTEE 7 BECKRE/ N R T b R—
IWARRDFHE C.EFZERDT A TL Y AEWGE
[EHDZSET2Y N\ Y F RS IV XDEF,

Photo by Lance Cpl. Adam B. Miller
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Okinawa families view Osprey aircraft

5F ., .&%2LL fcc b RkbBTEDRE_ ﬂ'f‘_f‘\s_@_C%_—?%jii
FB o T BT ETOLIRbADERRBEZ GBS CZAE2AS
ZhMepoDMEELFE " wbhrl EETENELZMRS &3 2
. . L ARE C-AREEMEYR VB Y L ELALeEBL T LHA S
Lance Cpl. Nicholas S. Ranum land anywhere and the increased amount of material it can 7 Yo maehb L >z (CM@M LELCE EfRiclc 4 R5[R i Bx “ g 5 —
carry,” said Bun-ei Iwana, a family day attendee. “Not only L 3= (é) rHESICThHES T - L%iE S®Eop Y % DB ﬁjé L; A {_ BB L /é
for combat missions but for humanitarian or disaster relief L/; 4 A o % <‘: Iz b hAWLA < Tz (72 = B o = ;—% %" 4% h ;'% f’% Z ':I'E.?' ? o 18 = j | ;
Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 265 hosted an MV- operations too. If supplies are needed, this aircraft could — D/ o < g + IZ?_ E ; ng nz 17?'; Y ﬁ; % maic g X2 5 750 + j’i 7
22B Osprey family day for Okinawa community members carry them where they need to go.” C FEH Sz X F N2 R F iR L g & %\ dl%) 3] C X A /lF I’)r 0 2 /57 O)
March 3 at Marine Corps Air Station Futenma. The realization of capabilities was just one result of the ll—i A O i LSRRk LTFREL C T & 7% e g = 1%% 78‘ i< g - %% 7 I )’L
Approximately 300 parents and children attended DnECYp=E ; % NS ,lF [";ﬂ_ K
the event, aimed at familiarizing families with the g & 7 # L > g L = » £ O J
Osprey and its capabilities. - _ : ﬁ:_-j 8B 4 ® 2z f_’: L = - ho z F [
« he first ti h have had famili A visitor takes a picture of her children I Z?l: 8 7 = > L n 2 Z
twas the first tirne‘t atwe have had tamilies e in front of an MV-22B Osprey during a EEBREAEL L x i E T 5 | -7
touring the Osprey,” said Lt. Col. William L. DePue, ! ) family day hosted by Marine Medium Z B [ JZE B 7.[: 2 ° 35’ L 5] /
the commanding officer of VIMM-265. “It was a great . Tiltrotor Squadron 265 March 3 at 7;: L E &n % ;: = (5 | e A f_&
opportunity to give some members of the community a Marine Corps Air Station Futenma. 38 C=r L E‘- 5B X h > x 17
firsthand look at the aircraft.” : 3BITEEBEREEM CIThn 288265 - S TTF i3 \ 5 B
rsthand look at the aircraft. 24 i = L \ < # (A
ili 5 A1 )L b O —2 — 1R 5 LN )\ L\ % & Li\ e ‘!jz —
Families were able to tour two Ospreys, try on flight | e [ T [ 5
. iy . . ATVARERFR T F
safety equipment, talk with aircrews, and view a video FHOEELEIEZESNE, o I
presentation on the capabilities of the Osprey during Photo by MR Tk = | i (:779) n

the family day.

Each station was manned by the squadron’s Marines
to provide detailed explanations and answer questions
from attending community members.

“I demonstrated how to put on the equipment and
helped them try it on, so they could see how it felt,”
said Lance Cpl. Devon B. Springer, a flight equipment
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technician with the squadron. “The kids enjoyed it, and f —.. B
the parents could see that safety is very important dur- : o . : B?S%eringelr, p fI‘iahF _’L 1 > W
ing our operations.” \ : © -+ 4 Pt squipment technician, <
Safety and operations of the Osprey were main B . AT — /A| puts ahelmetona . z
topics throughout the day, with attendees asking i AW — /j visitor during a family 2
. ; day hosted by Marine <

M FTBEO TSt | NOHET T\ 2\
dt

many questions.
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“I'learned from the pilots the aircraft flies faster, : < 7;‘{ 5 < D
farther and longer than the (CH-46E),” said Machida 153 ) - | Marine Corps Air Station ' | i 1 s #H g 0 £
Kazuko, a family day attendee. “I would love to fly in : = Futenma. 3F38(C/BR . el APl 00 L B =% % % L %=
one and look down (on) Okinawa and my home. I am i ;E’Z?Ef;ﬁ;(ij?ﬁtr ! : s 8 IC < & & i
very impressed with the aircraft.” ny L : 522 il - J . e = s < s ~ (-
The openness of the Marine Corps to invite the lo- ’ A - - ;I—X;[/?;RJE%EEEQ = = = ol 4. 2 R — g % "E g\ % 7:5 % g\ %3 = g 3_ ‘E
cal community members to see the aircraft was appre- = ' EELRZBBELSBLREZ
ciated by the guests. Ji: % ° % _73) Bl N\ C 7{? g—g EE 7 T
“This event is good because we can see the aircraft > A d < T2 - A L
» . . 1 5o HLE LT ADL 1
firsthand,” said Junko Takushi, a resident of Nishihara B D FCr G B TV % o
Town. “It’s better than having things kept in secret and A B i S S E % B %@ o
T 28 GwmZlBRTETaRE
not xnowing what 1s fylng over us. . . : —T2PhAhHEENTE EVWTTERENRE %gf—o%ﬁi 5"‘——13 /\
The event was interactive, with attendees asking a variety family day. TN LD UM ATEFNESHEICS © > 5 Z o sE z f & Z/
of questions about many topics regarding the Osprey. “This event is incredibly important because it allows people SE " LLDOAEYENE v2#KEE 0D I ; Z n V=2 A % 0 7; f l \
“Any opportunity for a bilateral cultural exchange is a to see the aircraft up close,” said Iwana. “It also allows for X LM AT ATDEYET YD L BE & B Tz 5 rEANZE W = % T %
great opportunity, not only for us, but also for the com- people to talk to the aircrew to learn how the aircraft oper- skt TcLTi JI: i b {i’ 2D T E 7§ _ 7L T TCEHELE _HE 7 & i
munity,” said DePue. “It was a great opportunity for the ates while in the air. It was also an opportunity to express L& E& % Te g = ‘i; = = C % ?_l_\ 5’) % & OL) L a4 % b % 25 BES S L ﬂ:
Marines to interact with citizens from the community, and ~ how we feel to the service members.” 43 c e s = x5 A -1_,—: A x L ol P n Z T H B L U)\
. . tle ik EZ g R L A B > AR g O EELEXKIEFBS =D
it allowed the attendees to see what the squadron can do The attendees were not the only ones who enjoyed the TN gz xE T SlehamL EAS < B ALY SB[ S ok fe
q S FRs LRV EnmLENgEy T oBHY ARDER
with the aircraft.” family day. T < E@ = h 2 = o R & = & é T% V<% T AICTE A g M5
Due to the nature of IIT Marine Expeditionary Force “The families liked putting on the equipment and taking 55 5: % g i = E%E ) L % é :E ik % L; % moon ?o 8 g 0<) ;\p %\ e _’g ks
Operatifmsi the Osprey may be called upon to perform in a picjcures in fr?nt of the aircraft,” saifl Springer. “Seeing th'e s b W L L é =z & lf_': o £ qg Tz b %:) cLTlMlL B+ £ &
humanitarian role. smiles on their faces and the good time they had put a smile
“Two things I learned about the Osprey are its ability to on my face too.”
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Elena Takaho, community relation specialist, translates explanations about the capabilities
of the MV-22B Osprey to Japan Air Self-Defense Force members Feb. 21 on Marine Corps
Air Station Futenma. 2321H. /LGSR EEM T MZEEEBDOBEICMV-22BA AT LA
DIEEEICEI T 2EREAE @RI 2= T — 759 B, Photo by Lance Cpl. David N. Hersey

Students with Bechtel
Elementary School’s
multicultural dance and
eisa drum and dance
clubs perform Okinawa'’s
traditional eisa Jan. 31
at the Camp Courtney
theater prior to a Camp
Courtney town hall
meeting. 1H31HICFv
V7A— b Z—DBBET
HIBOGRI AT —ZiH
BITANTTIVINERD
ZXLA VAT A —
727 DETEE,

Photo by Cpl. Mark W. Stroud

Residents of Ginowan City and Chatan Town participate in a humanitarian assistance
evacuation drill at Camp Foster Feb. 23. The residents walked the southern tsunami
evacuation route of Camp Foster’s two evacuation routes on Camp Foster. 2H23HI(<
Fy VT T RZ—TIThNICBEIIRICBNT 2EEFEM LRI OER SIE L.
[BlF v > 7D 2 DOEREEEERE DS B RAIDFEES & 45Uz, Photos by Cpl. Erik S. Brooks Jr.
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vent Highlights
Sitering friendihip

Japan Ground r ' "w e ¥

Self-Defense Force

L e m
members and US ‘.'1 b = The Il Marine Expeditionary Force Band performs at the Nago
Marines and sailors [ S 3 s = . Cherry Blossom Festival in Nago Central Park Jan. 26. 1 526H
teach each other |& .

ICRERRRECTITONAE S ORIV TRERET HE= BRI
about the English and EEEEBK. Photo by Private First Class Kasey Peacock
Japanese languages
during a cultural
exchange event
March 7 at Camp
Naha. 3878
R CIThN AR
EEXT HWNCHAE B
CRFEEHAEOEL
BEBELBEBRED
KUMBE L, Photo by
Lance Cpl. Anne. K. Henry

Marines with 7th Communication Battalion
sort through debris collected Feb. 14
while cleaning the shoreline of a bay in
Kin Town near the Hikarigaoka Nursing
Home. 2 B14H.J¢H EEANKR—LAHE
DBFECERIEEZ L. EHIZERR
THETBEAEKDBEHKE,

Photo by Lance Cpl. Donald T. Peterson

Lance Cpl. Gregory A. Crisler discusses distribution
tracking systems with Japan Ground Self-Defense
Force officers during a tour of Combat Logistics
Regiment 35’s facilities Jan. 8 at Camp Kinser. 1H8H.
FroTF T -THELEEREICEXEBT AT
i LODFA% I 5E 35 RMERDI L ) — A0S

by ' =
! | - ARZ—_EZFE, Photo by Lance Cpl. Anne K. Henry

P — -

Robert D. Eldridge explains the capabilities of 1st Marine Aircraft Wing and Ill Marine
Expeditionary Force to the Research Institute for Peace and Security, a Japanese
organization that conducts research on Japan and the Asia-Pacific region’s security
environment, during a presentation March 1 at Marine Corps Air Station Futenma.
Eldridge is the deputy assistant chief of staff, G-7 Government and External Affairs,
Marine Corps Installations Pacific. 358 1H. /2EBE XEEM T HAB LUV 77K
" FEMIB DT RERIBEMIR T HFM - R2RERFTFADA 2 /N— B1BEMZE
Japan Minister for Foreign Affairs Fumio Kishida and Maj. Gen. Peter J. Talleri shake hands following a meeting on Camp Foster Feb. 16 [0 = ELEFEDRENIC DV CEHIAT A /BB AT F E M FEAN A2 O/ N —
during Kishida’s first visit to Okinawa military installations since being appointed in December. Talleri is the commanding general of teD-TJURwWIIE,  Photo by Lance Cpl. Nicholas S. Ranum
Marine Corps Installations Pacific. 23 16HIC. 128 DRLEETIS CrfEZsinfc FENENFZ AR DR EICEF 2 T 2/B8EBA T FE
BISEDE—2—-]- 2L, Photo by Cpl. Courtney G. White
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The Environmental Affairs Branch, G-F, Marine Corps
Base Camp S. D. Butler, conducts aerial hydro-seeding
in the Central Training Area to prevent soil runoff.

The seeds are mixed with fertilizer, water, a glue-like
substance and other materials to make a mixture called
slurry. About 18 tons of slurry per hectare is then spread
from a helicopter. BEBFv> T/I\NbS—I& FtmHEER
LEY B 1P EREI&RS CRRTF DZERBHEZITOC LN 5, BTl
BERL K WD LS EFERIZDOMOMB ERBEEDEN. X
—EMENDRERDMESND, 1\T2—)LdTc)K18 ~
DAZ)—HEFEEND,

Photos courtesy of the Environmental Affairs Branch

Within a few months after seeds are applled, SRS
grass covers the soil surface and prevents ) AEIRR Y A
soil runoff. The photo on the-leftwas taken - A\ '“‘"—_"_-
nx@ct 6, 2012before hydro- seedlng, and the
photo on t_"e right s w the sﬂe;loeks as.
opgbzgwwﬁigw 5(&75 9&

(5 00 tlF . i
Ryota Higa, a contractor for
. “'the_ Marine Corps’ mongoose
" eradication project, lays a trap *
- in the Northern Training Area
. March 8. 3B8BIcAtERAIER
BTV —AHEEZ T
| BN RIBRBT Y — R
W EEEEEEDERATA 1
Photos curtesy-of the Environmental’
L Affatrs Bra.r:tch




Youth Cultural Exchange Program

Robert D. Eldridge, deputy assistant chief of staff,
Government and External Affairs Office, welcomes
children from Oshima upon their arrival on Camp
Foster. KBH'OE|E L FHHEE HHIIZ 5K EE
BT FERBEEA S DO/N\—k-D-T)L R v
:KEO Photo by Hiroko Tamaki

Day [ gan.1i

Children from Oshima meet their respective
e hOSt families after an orientation briefing at the
Camp Foster Youth Center. >/ 7 74 A% —
DA1—RAtVRA—TC ATV T—avDRTN
ZRORAR 77 —EIRE T B2REDFH
=5

Photos by Hiroko Tamaki

e

Eiji Ito, left, a 14-year-old middle
school student, encourages Tobin
Kaiser, a child of a participating host
family, while playing ping-pong at
the Camp Foster Youth Center. &+
VT THARB—DIA—RA 2 B—T

hE> - HAF—BERE LEHNSS
B9 BT 2 EEDHEEHEFE,
Photo by Hiroko Tamaki

Japanese children from

11271
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military host families pose in
Aquarium. Host families took ch
attractions on the second and third
exchange program. #8355 EKk
FRIEBERA ST 7 —DFAHE, KA
{L3m707> L0 28EE 3BBEICF#HES
Photo by Steven H. Pauli

Japanese children prepare fruit
salad alongside children from their
U.S. military volunteer host families
at the Camp Foster Youth Center.
KERAST7I)—DFHHEE—#E
ICF VYT TFRAA—DI—RAE~E
—TCIIW—YHYS2EEBEHEAD
FHf=5, Photo by Hiroko Tamaki

children from their U.S.
Okinawa Churaumi
Oshima to local
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Children from Oshima attend the
physical education and music classes at
s E_C. Killin elementary school. E-C-

D INERTCERB L B ROEEICSMT
ZA B D FAEE, Photos by Hiroko Tamaki

Children from Oshima perform the Japanese
traditional dance, Shimachu Soran, for those
attending Sunday brunch at the Butler Officers’
Club. /NS —¥RI ST CHRONIEBET S F
T BMEDOHICERY —ZVERETEIRED
FHE, Photo by Lance Cpl. DaniellE-Valle

Jan.12-13

Yutaro Onodera, right, an Oshima
middle school student, and

Sean Gray, host family child,
enjoy dinner together at Gray’s
residence. RAFT773Z1)—DRT
Y BR%Z EDREFERDINEFFE
KEEEERAN T 7 —DFHY
3—>-J LA, Photo by Eric Gray

e Participants of the youth cultural

Ryuma Patrick Murphy, right, a fifth-grader from E.C.
Killin elementary school, translates his teacher’s
instructions to Mizuki Oyama, a fifth-grader from
Oshima. K&/NFR 5 FEDNUEHE [CREDIET
HBRLCHITBE-C-F U NERDY 2T /NNy
2+ I—TA—7 Photo by Lance Cpl. Daniel E. Valle

nge program and children of _
?r)\(:i?iogst fzmi%y pose insidg the Ferris
wheel! at American Village in \\Chat?p’
Town. 1LAEIDT AV 7] vELyYlc
E%Eﬁ%ﬁ@@’éﬁ*l%&%7§7 =
LBNBERANTTIY —DFHE,
Photo by SSgt Cheryl L. King

experience American culture
by roasting marshmallow on
sticks for the first time at their
host family’s house. R A k7
7IU—DRT. BIHIL=

Participants of the youth cultural exchange
program bid farewell to the U.S. military host
7 families moments before the bus leaves
AR AN TT AU DAL Camp Foster. /\ZH\F+> T 7+ A8 —%H
ERBRT DREDTHITE, RIBEFICKERZ N T7I—LDFIN
Photo by Hiroko Tamaki HELG IO S LEBNE,

Photos by Hiroko Tamaki
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Wataru Kikuta, a fifth-grade Oshima elementary school student, colors

a picture while Melanie Horton, a fifth-grade teacher, encourages him

during art class Jan. 14 at E.C. Killin Elementary School on Camp

. 1R14H. 7 —QDE-C-F I INER T K B ;

?E%)Ls:tesr EE@?E@;Q;;;E??— @éxﬁ%@»ﬁﬂgg;ég% a basket Jan. 11 at the Camp Foster Youth Center. 15118, v 7 74 A

KENFRSELEDZHEMZE ., Photos by Lance Cpl. Daniel E. Valle 7—@1—Xt)?—?\ / \X’?’Z Fr—LDYa1—hERHBZTOY 7/A7j/7\
A2bDAAVTR 1)V V=thE TN ER CREZREBIRE/NERSF
EOHAEFAE,

Yoshihito Sakurada, an 11-year-old fifth-grade student from Oshima,
watches and smiles while Columbus Wilson 1ll, a program assistant, scores
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Children from Oshima
perform the Japanese
traditional dance, Shimachu
Soran, for those attending
Sunday brunch at the Butler
Officers’ Club Jan. 13. 1H
BRI/ =R 5T T
HHONIEHET S F T 8m
BEDRBHICERY -5 %
BT OAREDFHE,

Photo by Lance Cpl. Daniel E. Valle

Oshima exchange deepens frindship

Hiroko Tamaki

Twenty-four children from Oshima, accompanied by six chaperones,
visited Okinawa Jan. 11-14 for the youth cultural exchange program
hosted by Marine Corps Community Services.

“I feel nervous,” said Natsumi Murakami, an eighth-grader at the
Oshima Middle School on the first day before she met her American
host family. “I joined this program because I wanted to say thank you.”

Marines from Okinawa deployed to Oshima following the Great
East Japan Earthquake and subsequent tsunami of March 11, 2011,
and worked closely with the Japan Self-Defense Force and the local
community in delivering supplies and removing debris. The idea to host
the children in Okinawa was conceived as part of the relief effort. ‘The
first group of children and chaperones visited Okinawa five months
after the disaster.

'This year, Marine Corps host families invited the children to stay at
their homes for three nights, took them to places such as the bowling
alley on base and local attractions, enjoyed back-yard barbecues, sports
and board games, and attended a Sunday brunch at the Butler Officers’
Club on Camp Foster hosted for the children.

Some of the children heard about or joined the first program in
2011, and they were looking forward to the time they would share with
their host families.

“I wanted to come again because Okinawa was such a fun place, and
the host family was very kind and warm-hearted,” said Ejji Ito, a 14-year-

old student enjoying his second visit to Okinawa under the program.

“The youth cultural exchange program represents our continued
commitment to maintaining this special friendship,” said Maj. Gen.
Peter ]. Talleri, commanding general of Marine Corps Installations Pa-
cific. “Since that day (of the disaster), the Marine Corps has maintained
a very special friendship with the community and families of Oshima.”

“This program is important on so many levels,” said Eric Gray, who
hosted two boys from Oshima and serves as a logistics, plans, policies
and strategic mobility liaison officer with Headquarters Marine Corps.
“On a personal level, it tells people of Oshima that they are not alone.

Gray said the program was a great way for both his children and
guest children to interact with each other.

On the final day, the children had an opportunity to attend classes
at the American schools of their host family counterparts, catching a
glimpse of what school is like for American children.

'The fun-filled four days gave Oshima and American children alike
fond memories to take back home.

“Although I don’t speak English, I had a great time,” said Saya Ono-
dera, a 14-year-old student. “The best part was going bowling with my
host family because we all enjoyed it together.”

Right before leaving Okinawa, Murakami said she was glad to have
the chance to express her feeling of appreciation and shared her experi-
ence of the disaster with her host family.

“I feel better now,” said Murakami. “I want to make our friendship
even stronger.”
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